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thousand Persians, the flower of Xerxes' army;
and fifty thousand Greeks; Thebans, Macedonians
and Thessalians, auxiliaries or confederates with
Xerxes. The Athenians and Lacedemonians con-
sisted of no more than forty thousand Grecians, but
old soldiers, and well armed, commanded by Pau-
sanias, to whom they had joined indeed seventy
thousand auxiliar militia, but these were only raw
and unexperienced people; nor had they any de-
pendence on them for their valour or discipline,
only for making excursions, plundering, and. the
like.

The Greeks had sent to inquire of the oracle at
Delphos, to know the success of the war, and were
answered, that they should certainly have the
victory, provided they fought the battle upon
Athenian ground, or in the plains of Ceres and
Proserpina, and made their prayers to such and
such gods, demi-gods and nymphs; (excellent con-
juring and magic to patch up religion with!)

This answer of the oracle was an apparent cheat,
for nobody knew where this piece of ground could
be: the plain of Ceres was indeed on Athenian
ground, but then it was not near where the armies
lay, and they being inferior in force, could not
choose their ground, or fight where they pleased;
but there was an old temple of Ceres and Proser-
pina, near their camp, and likewise some dedicated
places sacred to those nymphs and demi-gods
spoken of upon mount Cithaeron ; but then the
land belonged to the citizens of Plataea, and not
to the Athenians, and this perplexed them much.

While they were in this uneasiness, the Pla-
taeans, to show their goodwill, and encourage the
army, bestowed all the lands which those temples
and dedicated places stood on, and for a large
space round, by deed of gift on the Athenians, so
to cause them to fight on Athenian ground.